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Remarks on the principal Article in several empirical Remedies 
for Secondary Syphilis, Scrophula, &c. 





Les circonstances, qui contribuent le plus 4 la destruction des hommes, 
sont aussi celles qui font découvrir et qui developpent le plus de moyens 
propre a leur conservation.—Brior. 





NotwituHsTanpinG the boasted progress of science and 
the general diffusion of useful information, mankind seem 
as obstinately credulous in the virtues of secret reme- 
dies and wonderful panaceas, as they were two centuries 
since. Empiricism, even at this late period, marches with a 
bolder and more shameless front than it did in the days of 
Paracelsus ; for then, when medicine was just escaping from 
the shackles imposed upon it by the older masters, and sur- 
gery was but a branch of an humble trade, there existed, at 
least in the profession, a manly indignation against empirics, 
and a just contempt for those who encouraged them. True, 
the mode of picking the pockets, and tampering with the 
Von. I. 5 
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health of the ‘ discriminating public” is changed, while the 
result remains the same ; for instead of healing all the mala- 
dies “ which flesh is heir to” by prayers, miraculous touching, 
or the application of medicaments, not to the wound but to 
the instrument inflicting it, and all this ‘ by the help of Pro- 
vidence,” the fashion of the present day is to cover all absur- 
dities, however gross, and pretensions however ridiculous, 
with the broad mantle of science, and cure, with the same re- 
medies, diseases the most opposite in their nature, and in parts 
of the body totally different in their. structure, ‘“ upon the 
strictest chemical and physiological principles!” Not con- 
tented with enlisting the hard words and technical terms of the 
science in their service, empirics have occasionally found re- 
cruitsin the members of the profession; and one of the latest and 
most successful of these marauders has lately taken the field 
under the auspices of two professors of a neighbouring medi- 
cal school, which has long considered itself first in standing 
asin age. No one would have dared hazard the assertion 
that the successors of a Rush and a Dorsey had given the 
sanction of their names and the influence which they possess, 
in consequence of the offices they hold, to a secret remedy, 
like Swaim’s Panacea, did not the lamentable fact stare him 
in the face in every newspaper he meets. With regard to the 
motives which influenced these gentlemen and other medical 
men, who have lent their names for the same purpose, little 
need be said: few members of the profession, however, would 
hesitate to disclaim any belief in the current insinuation that they 
received something of a tangible kind, m the shape of a quid 
pro quo. It is unfortunate that the want of credence in this 
report necessarily carries with it an opinion far from being 
complimentary to the native shrewdness, the personal dignity, 
or the professional character of the encouragers of this and 
other remedies of the same kind. 

It will readily occur to a practical reader that the ar- 
ticle, upon which it is proposed to make some remarks, is the 
sarsaparilla, a medicine alternately lauded to the skies and 
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condemned as wholly inert.* In the hands of empirics, and 
in the form of “ depurative syrups,” ‘* anti-venereal robs,” 
‘¢ nanaceas,” &c. it has certainly aided in accomplishing cures, 
which it has failed of doing in the hands of regular practi- 
tioners. So long as any particular preparation of it is kept 
secret, and the quantity in which it is administered is unknown, 
so long, it possesses many and striking powers ; but make the 
secret public, its virtues vanish, it becomes wholly worthless, 
or is “ damned with faint praise” as a mild demulcent. The 
medical world, in our country, has been so long accustomed to 
prescribe the most powerful and energetic agents, those which 
the French have so aptly named remédes heroiques, that unless 
an article possesses some sudden and strong influence over the 
vital functions, it is neglected as inefficient, or thrown by as 
inert. Instead of pursuing tie slow yet judicious course 
which the older masters of our art found so successful in long- 
continued chronic cases, where the morbid action has gone on 
for such a period as to become almost a habit to the system, 
the fashion of the present day, for, strange as it may seem, 
there are fashions in medicine, is to attack the disease with 
the most violent and active remedies, and endeavour to re- 
store to health, in a few days, a system subjected to a slow mor- 
bid action of months’ or even years’ duration. So remarkably is 
this the case, that the only alterative we have in general use is 
the preparations of mercury, often dangerously powerful, 
though invaluable agents. In the treatment of chronic cases by 
long-continued and mild alteratives, the French have made much 
greater progress than we can boast; and those physicians of 
our country and England, who sneer at the ptisans and loches 
of the French hospitals, and condemn their practice in these 
cases as weak and inefficient, display more want of observation 








* Stork, Fordyce, William Hunter, and various others have bestowed 
on this root almost unlimited praise ; while Cullen and M. Alibert consider 
it wholly inert; and Murray and various other writers on the Materia Me- 
dica doubt whether it should be allowed to retain its place in the list of 
medical agents. 
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and querulousness of disposition than sound judgment. But 
to return from this digression ; the present low esteem in which 
sarsaparilla is held may be attributed to two causes, the fre- 
quent adulteration of the article and the small doses in which 
it is prescribed. 

There are several varieties of this plant, which are brought 
from South America, the West Indies, and the southern part of 
the United States, all of which are sold under the name of 
smilax sarsaparilla, the officinal article and the only one whose 
virtues have been well tested. Even this variety is often 
brought mixed with other roots, and the middle of each bun- 
dle (in which form it is imported) is almost invariably found 
to be composed of the dead and often half decayed roots of 
the genuine plant, totally destitute of their usual smell and 
taste. Itis obvious that the inducements to adulterate it are 
very great, since we learn from a French writer,* that not less 
than a hundred thousand pounds are annually imported into 
France alone. 

The dead roots may be readily distinguished from the 
others by the dark colour of the woody part, and the ease 
with which the bark is detached; the roots of other plants 
may be detected by their texture and by their being usually 
of a greater size. The true sarsaparilla has long slender 
roots about the size of a goose-quill, with a thin bark, slightly 
channelled longitudinally. When split, the inside is found of 
a white colour, and when good and not very old, has a faint 
rose-coloured stripe on each side of the pith, which is fibrous 
and tough. It has a slightly bitter taste, is friable between 
the fingers, and when pulverised adheres to the tongue. From 
these characteristics the true variety may be readily distin- 
guished. 

With regard to the dose, the administration of a large quan- 
tity of the concentrated decoction is absolutely necessary. 
Given in powder, in the quantity of half a drachm or a drachm, 





* Mrerat—Dictionaire des Sciences Médicales. 
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or in decoction, in doses of an ounce or two, it produces no 
perceptible effect, yet this is the way in which it has been 
prescribed by many of those who condemn it as inert. Cau- 
tion with regard to diet should be used during its exhibition, 
and its diaphoretic property encouraged in the cold season, by 
confinement to a warm apartment. 


Were not the limits assigned to this article already ex- : 


ceeded, some observations would be made on the affections in 
which this drug is particularly successful, and cases cited in 
proof of its efficacy when properly administered. The prin- 
cipal object, however, intended was, after acknowledging the 
inefficacy of this article in the doses in which it is often given, 


to point out the necessity of administering it in much larger | 


quantities. The following formula (containing about double 
the strength, and given in a much larger quantity than the 
officinal preparations, ) has been found eminently useful. 
R—Rad. Sarsaparille 3x 

Rad. Glycirrhize glab. 

Rad. Sassafras Laur. aa. El 

Lig. Guiaci. 

Mezerei aa. 3j 
Boil in ten quarts of water down to five, and give three half 
pints of the decoction daily. 





+ a eee 


II. 





[Physicians are so little in the habit of recording other 
than their successful cases, that the younger members of the 
profession are too apt to believe certain medicines to be in- 
fallible in the cure of even the most terrific disorders. Of 
Tetanus more especially, the great majority of instances on 
record for the last few years, are of those which have termi- 
nated successfully ; and few medicines have been more lauded 
in the treatment of this affection, than those employed in the 
following case. Yet were the truth really shown, and the per 
contra list made public, would not the proportion of the suc- 
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cessful cases, with those of a contrary nature be small indeed © 
We therefore thank Dr: Post for the following communication, 
and we would take the liberty of saying to more than one of 
his brethren, “‘ Go thou and do likewise.”—Ed. ] 





Case of Tetanus. By J. W. Post, M.D. one of the physi- 
cians of the City Dispensary. 


James ALLEN, aged thirteen, received a wound about half 
an inch in length, on the posterior part of the internal malleo- 
lus of the left leg, from a sharp stone thrown by one of 
his play-fellows on the 15th of July. The common domestic 
remedies were applied to it, and nothing worthy of note took 
place until the night of Wednesday the 28th, when the boy 
became very restless and feverish, and complained of great 
pain in his leg and foot, and on the following morning, the 
29th, the jaw became immoveable, and I was sent for to see 
him. I found him im bed, the face considerably flushed, the 
skin hot, and the pulse very frequent, the breathing interrupt- 
ed with frequent sighs, and an inability to articulate dis- 
tinctly ; the wound was still seen, and had partly suppurated, 
and the contiguous parts were considerably swollen and tender. 
I directed the wound to be wetted with Spt. Terebinth. and gave 
Tinct. Opii 3fs, and left the patient ; and a few minutes after- 
wards repeated my Visit, In company with a_ professional 
friend. During my absence the spasms, which had been con- 
fined entirely to the muscles of the lower jaw, were extended 
to the whole system, and I found the muscles of the back 
violently contracted, producing that variety of the disease called 
opisthotonos, and those of the abdomen very tense, and the 
affected limb had a continual tremulous motion; the pulse was 
120 in a minute, there was a dull pain in the epigastrium, the 
bowels were costive, and every attempt at swallowing was 
succeeded by violent convulsions. I directed Tinct. Opii 3}. to 
be administered every half hour, and three tablespoons-ful of 
brandy every 15 minutes. Ol. Ricini 3] was given to remove 
the constipation. 
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I saw him again in the evening, and found him much easier, 
the pain in the epigastrium was relieved, the pulse was reduc- 
ed to 108 in a minute, the spasms were very rare, and almost 
imperceptible, and the boy was much inclined to sleep; as 
the constipation still remained, I repeated the oil, and directed 
a laxative enema; the Tinct. Opii to be given every hour. 

Friday morning the 30th. The symptoms were aggravated; 
the spasms were much more frequent and severe, he had pass- 
ed an uncomfortable night, the pulse 118, the stomach very 
irritable, rejecting the brandy ; very great thirst, continually 
calling for his drink, which consisted of milk and water, and 
which was taken from a vial, and swallowed with the greatest 
difficulty, producing at each attempt the most violent spasms 
of the museles of the neck. Gave the following prescription. 

RK Ol. Ricini 3fs. 

Spt. Tereb. 3ij. 

Tinct. Opi gtt. xxx. 

Aq. Menth. 3; M. 
To be repeated every two hours, and also the laxative enema. 
| next placed him in a bath of very high temperature ; after 
remaining in a few minutes, his pulse became much more full 
and distinct, but still remained at 118 ; in half an hour he com- 
plained of feeling faint, the whole of the muscles were much re- 
laxed, particularly those of the jaw, so that he could open his 
mouth and articulate very distinctly ; he was removed from the 
bath, rubbed dry and placed in bed, and soon had a copious 
alvine evacuation, went to sleep and remained comfortable for 
nearly an hour, when [ left him. In the afternoon I saw him again, 
and found that when he awoke, his spasms came on with re- 
doubled violence, and continued so for some time ; the wound 
was considerably contracted in size since the first visit, and 
had a healthy aspect, and at this time the spasms had again 
almost ceased ; his pulse had risen to 152 in a minute, and the 
skin was very hot ; he was delirious and inclined to sleep ; the 
muscles of the back and belly were relaxed, but those of the 
jaw were still very much contracted ; continued the turpentine 
&c., and directed the whole course of the spine to be rubbed 
with 
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Mortality of New-York and Philadelphia. 


R Emp. Canth. 3} 
Adeps Suillze 3} 
Tart. Antim. se: M: 

About § o’clock, p.m. the convulsions were again very 
violent, and continued so till 9, when he had one much more 
severe than the rest, and appeared much exhausted; he then 
went to sleep, and continued so till about 10, when he fetched 
a deep sigh and expired without a struggle. 

The exhibition of the opium in this case produced much 
less effect than would have been anticipated from its quantity, 
(nearly three ounces of the tincture.) A temporary advantage 
seemed to be derived from the first eight doses, (1 ounce,) its 
good effects, however, soon ended, and it ceased to produce 
the slightest visible change. ‘The turpentine was administer- 
ed till it was promptly rejected by the stomach. No advan- 
tage, however, seemed to be derived from it, except in aiding 
to open the bowels. Considerable inflammation was produced 
in the wound, by filling it with lint wet with the spirits of tur- 
pentine, but without any apparent influence on the disorder. 
The most strenuous exertions were made to obtain leave to 
examine the body, but without success. 





Ill. 


Observations on the respective Mortality of the cites of Phila- 
delphia and New-York. 


In the Philadelphia Journal of the Medical and Physical 
Sciences for May 1824, there are some observations by Dr. 
G. Emerson, on the mortality of Philadelphia for 1823, in 
the course of which an attempt is made to investigate the cause 
of the disparity between the number of deaths in that city and 
New-York. As this attempt is, in my opinion, by no means 
successful, I shall take the liberty of offering a few remarks 
thereon, with a view of defending the character of my native 
eity, upon which an indirect imputation has been cast in this 
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daper, and more especially in some editorial remarks in the 
same journal, soon to be noticed. 

It appears that the whole number of deaths reported, 
amounted to three thousand four hundred and forty-four in 
New-York, and to four thousand six hundred in Philadelphia, 
giving a majority to the latter, of one thousand one hundred 
and fifty-six. This excess of mortality in Philadelphia, is 
ascribed to the prevalence of small-pox, and to an unhealthy 
condition of the atmosphere in its vicinity, which produced a 
great number of cases of fever and of bowel complaints. At 
the same time, the city proper is stated, however paradoxical 
it may appear, to be unusually healthy. In order to explain 
this apparent contradiction, Dr. Emerson adds, ‘that the 
country about Philadelphia, and even the suburbs, have ex- 
perienced a degree of sickness during the summer and fall 
months, hitherto unknown—the salubrity of the city remain- 
ing all the time unimpaired. Now granting this solution to 
be satisfactory, is not Dr. E. aware that New-York as well as 
Philadelphia has her suburbs, and her ‘ country about,” ex- 
tending for fifteen miles in length, and including two or three 
populous villages, and that it is to these that she too owes a 
large share of her bowel complaints, and her country fevers? 
If therefore Philadelphia was, with this ample exception, unu- 
sually healthy, what shall be said of the healthiness of New- 
York, which afforded ample space for the very same excep- 
tion, but was so far favoured as not to be under the necessity 
of laying any claims to it? Moreover, after deducting the ma- 
jority of deaths in Philadelphia from the causes thus cited as 
special; viz. from fevers 566, bowel complaints 223, small- 
pox 242, hooping-cough 43, there still remains a balance of 
nearly two hundred against Philadelphia, wholly unaccounted 
for. 

But the Philadelphia writer evidently exults, when he 
mentions the greater number of deaths occurring in New-York 
from consumption, and here I must admit that Philadelphia 
has apparently the advantage. Nevertheless it is worthy of 


remark, that although our greater proximity to the ocean 
Vou. I. 6 
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may render us somewhat more obnoxious to the attacks of this 
fell destroyer, a very great number of the deaths in this city 
from consumption, take place among the transient poor, who 
flock in large numbers to this commercial emporium, and who 
swell our bills of mortality, without, however, constituting a 
portion of our settled population. That the number of this 
class of people, mariners especially, is greater in New-York 
than in Philadelphia, or in any other city in the union, will 
scarcely be disputed. It should be remembered too, that of 
these vagrants, many are emigrants from the shores of Great 
Britain, from which they frequently import the seeds o! 
their constitutional disease, which, aided by their irregular 
habits of life, sooner or later develope themselves,-and thus 
tend materially to increase the number of deaths from this 
cause in our city, at the same time that they cannot be justly 
considered to affect its character for healthiness. Of this last 
fact, instances are daily occurring under my own observation, 
and they cannot fail to strike every attentive observer of our 
diseases. 

From this short and necessarily imperfect analysis, it will 
appear that New-York has no reason to yield her hitherto un- 
disputed claim to superior healthiness. In fact, when all the 
circumstances peculiar to the population of a large ‘commer- 
cial city like this, are taken into consideration, I feel warrant- 
ed in adgpting the assertion made by the venerable President of 
our State Medical Society, that ‘the locality of New-York 
in point of salubrity, is superior to that of any city of magnitude, 
of which mention is made in modern or ancient history.” And 
further, ‘‘ a glance at the plan of the city shows its advanta- 
geous position: a tongue or peninsula of primary formation 
and sufficient elevation, stretching into an extensive bay, open 
on the south to the sea breeze, and bounded by two noble 
rivers, whose rocky shores afford neither swamp nor marsh.”* 








* Annual Address delivered before the Medical Society of the state of 
New-York, at the capitol in Albany, 3d of February 1824, by Alexander 
Coventry, M. D. President. 
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i shall now, before concluding this paper, proceed to pay: 
my respects to the learned editor of the Journal, in which Dr. 
Emerson’s paper made its appearance, who has volunteered 
some remarks on this subject, which it would be want of cour- 
tesy and respect to pass by without notice. 

This gentleman, “ without invidious motives,” firmly declares 
it as his opinion, that, ceteris paribus, there is no material 
difference in “ the average of the healthiness of the two cities.” 
For this display of magnanimity towards them, the citizens 
of New-York will no doubt feel themselves under no ordinary 
obligation to Dr. Chapman, and they will only have to lament 
that he should not have sufficiently: scrutinized the facts re-. 
corded in his own journal, to have enabled him to extend this 
magnanimity a little farther, and have confessed that, ceteris 
paribus, there is a material difierence in the two cities, and that 
this difference is in favour of New-York. [have already shown 
that, after satisfying all the demands on the score of ceteris 
paribus, two hundred deaths occurred in Philadelphia more than 
in New-York. It is to be presumed, however, that the follow- 
ing statement was intended as sufficient proof of the editor’s 
magnanimity, and of his freedom from invidious -motives. 
He tells us, that ‘‘we are so rapidly reverting to our ordinary 
standard of health, that the official report of the last week 
shows a diminution of nearly one-half in our deaths: there 
being only seventy, while New-York returns ninety-six !” 
Indeed ! this is then the ordinary standard of health, applica- 
ble to Philadelphia and New-York—70 to 96! But a few 
lines before, Dr. Chapman allowed that the average healthi- 
ness of the two cities was the same, yet now he gravely tells 
us, that the ordinary standard is 25 per cent. in favour of 
Philadelphia. 

To be serious, would it not have aided in some measure, at 
least, to prove that Dr. C. was not swayed by invidious mo- 
tives, if he had honestly, and as he was in duty bound to do, 
stated the fact, that the transmission from Philadelphia to New- 
York, of one of those very diseases which had before tended 
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so largely to swell his bills of mortality, was the cause of 4 
temporary increase of deaths in the latter city ? Such conduct 
we had a right to expect from a candid and liberal writer, and 
our disappointment we frankly state. 

A Native or New-York. 


REVIEW. 





Arr. 1. An inaugural Address delivered before the Medical 
Society of the county of New-York, on the 12th day of 
July 1824. By Davin Hosacx, M. D. LL.D. Presi- 
dent of the Saciety. 


Ir will be difficult for the future historian of New-York to 
find any apology for the gross neglect with which the interests 
of the medical profession have, until within a few years, been 
treated by the successive governments of this State. It was 
not until 1760, that the first act regulating the practice of 
physic and surgery was passed, and this law was confined in 
its operations to the city of New-York. Of the condition in 
which the profession steod about this period, we have the 
following humiliating description by our ‘ingenious’ historian, 
Smith. “Few physicians amongst us are eminent for their 
skill. Quacks abound like locusts in Egypt, and too many 
have recommended themselves to a full practice and profitable 
subsistence. ‘This is the less to.be wondered at, as the pro- 
fession is under no kind of regulation. Loud as the cail is, 
to our shame be it remembered, we have no Jaw to protect the 
lives of the king’s subjects from the malpractice of pretenders. 
Any man at his pleasure, sets up for physician, apothecary, 
and chirurgeon. No candidates are either examined or 
licensed, or even sworn to fair practice.”* In spite of this 





* Smith’s History of New-York, p. 326. 
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lamentable state of things, no general law on this subject, em- 
bracing in its provisions the whole state of New-York, was en- 
acted until 1797. In this year, some wise regulations were 
adopted, in relation not only to the claims of the existing 
practitioners of medicine, but likewise establishing certain 
qualifications, of which the student must be possessed, before 
he shall be admitted to regular practice. Although these 
qualifications were humble indeed, and the law did not even 
insist upon a regular examination of the student, they were 
attended with many salutary consequences, and the law itself 
was but the gradual forerunner of that of 1806, which estab- 
lished medical societies in each county of the state, and a state 
medical society constituted by delegates from each county 
society. : 

From this period we must date all that has been effectually 
done to improve the character of the profession, and to re- 
move those evils with which ignorance and interest are ever 
at hand to beset it. ‘Thus we are informed in the discourse be- 
fore us, that the college of Physicians and Surgeons, ‘ which has 
reflected so much honour upon the university of which it is a 
part, and has been the means of diffusing medical instruction 
throughout our state and country,” took its rise in the medical 
society of this county. No fact could more pointedly show 
the good effects which may result from the efforts of enlight- 
ened individuals, when associated with the laudable view of 
diffusing knowledge, and promoting the interests of a liberal 
and humane profession. 

That all the advantages, which were naturally to have been 
expected from these institutions, have been realized by the 
profession, we are, however, far from being disposed to admit. 
Whether this has been owing to our peculiar situation im a new 
and growing country, in which as yet, almost every individual 
has been compelled to attend exclusively to his personal wants, 
or to the unnatural and unfortunate feuds which so long dis- 
tracted the profession, or to the apathy, which perhaps arising 
from the sources already mentioned, continued for a long 
time to deaden enterprise, and to paralyze every effort, it is 
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not now our duty, neither is it our interest or inclination to 
inquire. The obstacles, arising from these various sources. 
are, if we do not too fondly flatter ourselves, now happily 
removed. From the improved condition of general society, 
from the restoration to peace and harmony inthe profession, and 
from the awakening zeal and industry which have for some time 
past been displayed by a great majority of our brethren, not 
only in their vigilant attendance upon the society, but by their 
increasing taste for the literature, and their growing ambition 
for the honours of our profession, we augur that a brighter 
era is approaching, and that New-York will ere long assume 
that rank to which the superior advantages and opportuni- 
ties she enjoys so richly enable her to advance her claims. 
if we are to judge too from the tenor of this discourse, these 
hopes will not fail to be seconded by the efforts of the present in- 
cumbent of the presidential chair of the society. His activi- 
ty and zeal are well known, and while he continues to discharge 
his honourable functions ‘‘ with independence and impartiali- 
ty,” they must prove highly instrumental in advancing the 
general interests of the society, and, let us add, of the medical 
community at large. 

As a feeble testimony of our warm devotion to the general 
cause, we have thus early taken up the consideration of the 
important subjects connected with this discourse, and we hope 
that we shall at all times be found true and earnest in the 
performance of the duties which as public writers we have 
thus promptly assumed. 

What are the great objects, asks our author, for which 
professional imtercourse in medical societies has been esta- 


blished ? 


‘¢ The objects referred to divide [arrange] themselves under two heads ; 
firstly, to regulate; and, secondly, to improve the practice of physic and 
surgery. 

**For the attainment of the first of these objects, this Society has been 
very laudably and successfully engaged in framing a code of ethics which 
has received the approbation of the faculty, both at home and abroad. 

‘* The State Medical Society has given its imprimatur to that code, and has 
recognised it in every thing essential; not only to place the practice of the 
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healing art upon an honourable and liberal basis, but to regulate the inter- 
course between the members of the medical faculty in such manner, and 
upon such principles, that their observance cannot fail to preserve that ele- 
vation and respectability to which the profession has attained in the most 
cultivated ranks of society.” P. 12. 


The means of attaining the second object : 


‘‘ That we may preserve the honour and respectability of the profession, 
none should be permitted to practise it who have not been legally received, 
either as Doctors of Medicine or as Licentiates, agreeably to the provisions 
of the act of the state legislature. From many facts which have come to 
my knowledge, there is good reason to believe, that in this city and its vi- 
cinity, many ignorant pretenders, who commenced their career as acknow- 
ledged venders of quack medicines, are now prescribing for the sick, and 
are in the daily violation of the laws of the state. Connected with this 
subject, is the unwarrantable practice which has obtained among some of 
our apothecaries, and those of them too the least qualified, of prescribing 
for the sick who may apply at their shops for the purchase of drugs; and. 
in some instances, they have had even the arrogance to suppress the pre- 
scriptions of the physician, and to substitute their own combinations.” pp. 
13, 14. 

On the subject of apothecaries, we think it but fair to say 
a word here in their defence. They do encroach daily—nay, 
hourly upon the rights of physicians, and frequently, as we 
well have reason to know, to the serious detriment of the 
public. But on the other hand, do not physicians, by put- 
ting up their own prescriptions, preparing their own tinctures 
and elixirs, and by spreading their own plasters, seriously 
affect the interests of the apothecaries in turn, and have not 
these latter their causes of complaint ? We do not, by advanc- 
ing this fact, mean to defend the illegal abuses and shame- 
ful ‘practices of apothecaries. Far from it. They too serious- 
ly endanger the lives of their fellow-citizens, by their igno- 
rant attempts to prescribe, not to merit and receive our most 
serious reprobation. Let us, however, be just; and while 
we condemn, and if possible bring them to condign punish- 
ment, let us by a wise reform, worthy of our improving 
character and claims, refuse to interfere with their rights and 
their profits. Let us, moreover, by this conduct, invite 
them to the adoption of a measure which alone can add 
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to the respectability of their calling, and secure from danger 
the health of our citizens: We refer to the institution of a 
college of apothecaries, such as they have in London and in 
Philadelphia. On the advantages of such a measure, it were 
nseless to dwell for a moment. 

In order to remedy the evils complained of in the last ex- 
tract, the address proposes that a special committee be ap- 
pointed, or that it be made the duty of the proper authorities 
in the Society to obtain a census of all regularly admitted 
physicians and surgeons in the city, and proposes that they 
be classed under the following heads : 


‘ist. Those who were established in practice prior to the act of incorpo- 
ration passed in the year 1813. 

‘62d. Those who are graduates of this University, or of the Colleges or 
Universities of other states. 

‘‘ 3d. Those who have been licensed in New-York, or have been admitted 
to practise by producing licenses from other states. 

‘4th. Those who are practising under licences or degrees obtained trom 
foreign Universities and Governments.” 


On the suppression of quackery and imposition our author 
observes : y 


“¢ The existing laws of this state, regulating the practice of physic and 
surgery; the statutes of our University, and the code of by-laws of this So- 
ciety, I believe contain provisions, which, if properly regarded, willina 
great degree lead to the suppression of every species of quackery and im- 
position in our profession. In all ages our calling has been disgraced by 
the arts of the selfish and designing ; and it is mortifying to observe in our 
own city continued and most flagrant evidences of the successful career of 
charlatanry. I earnestly hope you will omit no effort within the legitimate 
reach of your authority, to discountenance and suppress the whole tribe of 
nostrum venders and specific mongers; and if, upon experience, you shall 
find that the present system of regulations is inadequate, that it will be 
deemed meet to supersede it by obtaining from our legislature a code of 
greater efficiency and vigour. 

** Many years since, the Medical Faculty of London expeiled from their 
communion even the distinguished and learned Dr. James, who, disregard- 
ing the obligations due to his profession and to society, became the vender 
of a secret febrifuge powder. In like manner the most learned Society of 
Europe erased from their lists the name of the celebrated Lower, who had 
been convicted of venal practices. And within a few months, as we are 


































ines, 







































Medical Society of New-York. 49 


informed by Dr. Johnson,* the name of Dr. Thornton, once highly respecta- 
ble, has been in a similar manner disgraced, by being struck from the list 
of the Royal College of Physicians, because of his association with an 
itinerant quack, or vender of American herbs in London.” p. 16—17. 


In order to promote the general interests of the Medical So- 
ciety and of the profession, it is recommended, 

{. That the Society hold its meetings monthly, and have 
at each meeting a portion of time devoted to the reading of 
communications. These communications, it is further ad- 
vised, should be occasionally laid before the public. 

2. That a committee be appointed to keep a regular series 
of meteorological observations, &c. 

3. That another committee be appointed to prepare a month- 
ly report of prevailing diseases. 

4. That the causes and nature of epidemic diseases be in- 
vestigated by special committees. 

5. That an addition be made to the number of lecturers. 

6. Thata library devoted to medicine and surgery and their 
auxiliary branches be instituted. 

On this last subject the author observes justly, 


: ‘“‘ Many gentlemen, doubtless, will have it in their power, and will feel the 
° disposition to contribute to such collection some of the more permanent 
standard professional works, both ancient and modern.” pp. 21. 


Dr. Hosack then adds, in a manner which cannot be mis- 
: understood, and which sufficiently attests the liberal and ardent 
= spirit with which he devotes himself to the great object of ad- 
vancing the general interests of the Society : 


‘‘T shall not be backward to manifest my feelings to promote this great and 
laudable measure.” 


For our part we shall most heartily rejoice in the success of 
the proposed establishment. In common with a great ma- ° 
jority of our professional brethren, we have ever been denied 
access to the medical libraries already existing in the city ; and 








* See Medico-Chirurgical Review for December, 1823. 
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what renders the denial more unwarrantable is, that these very 
libraries have been bought by the money of the people! It 
will scarcely be credited that not even the graduates of the 
college are entitled to enter its library door, and as to the one 
in the hospital, the least said of it the better. 

The last subject noticed in this address is the biography of 
the departed members of the Society. 


‘ In the institutions of Europe, it is at once the privilege and the duty of 
the survivors to make known the merits of those of their associates, whose 
career of usefulness is finished. In this respect we have been remiss, and 
have permitted many of the most meritorious members of our profession te 
descend to the tomb, without that testimony of our affection and respect 
that their services and virtues had deserved. It cannot be owing to in- 
gratitude that their memory is permitted to sleep; for every tongue is ready 
to confess their praise and acknowledge their merit ; and among them are 
many, who, by their learning, abilities, and moral worth, would have re- 
flected honour upon any association, and whose example, portrayed with 
fidelity, would have excited the emulation of their youthful successors. It 
gives me pain to observe, that wetlo not possess a page recording the merits 
and services of the first President of this Society under its new act of in- 
corporation. You will all anticipate me, when I refer to the late Dr. 
Nicholas Romayne, to whom we are signally indebted for much of the 
present prosperity of our profession in this state.” p. 22—23. 


Among the names mentioned in the address, as worthy of 
attracting the earliest regards of the Society, we find those of 
Clossy, Middleton, Jones, the Bards, Smith, Tennent, Coch- 
ran, Charlton, Bayley, McKnight, Wm. Pitt Smith, Nicoll, 
Treat, Tillary, Anthon, the Kissams, Miller, Elihu Smith, 
Stringham, Bruce, De Witt, John C. Osborne, Dyckman, and 
William Moore. 

Such are the subjects noticed in this spirited address, and 
we trust there are none to deny their importance, or the pro- 
priety of an immediate attention being paid to them ; nor to Jet 
the pusillanimous and stale objection of an impossibility to do 
so much be for a moment listened to. Perfection is not within 
the reach of human effort, but shall no approximation be 
attempted? Let every physician, therefore, who has the 
dignity of his profession at heart, and is ambitious to im- 
prove its character in this city, “be up and doing.” 
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‘There is one subject of the utmost importance to the rising 
generation of physicians, and worthy of the especial and 
immediate consideration of the medical society: we refer to 
the private education of medical students. It will readily be 
granted, that upon the impressions which a pupil receives du- 
ring his term of study, depend in a large measure, the future 
character and bent of the physician, and that public lectures 
and hospitals are far from sufficient to convey those salutary 
impressions, which alone can give dignity to the one, and an 
enlarged and liberal scope to the other. It is from the private 
instructor, that all the benefits arising from this source must 
be derjy ed, and inattention or incompetency in this particular, 
subjg.ts the unfortunate pupil to a deprivation of the ad- 
vay,yages due to him, for the expenditure of his money, his 
time, and for that respect which every well-educated mind will 
cofisider due to the preceptor of his youth. Now we do not 
mean to assert that the Medical Society can constitute a law 
enforcing medical teachers to do their duty—but we do think 
that they can, and that it is their duty to establish certain 
standard rules or regulations, by the help of which the pupil 
may be enabled to judge of the extent and degree in which 
the teacher discharges his important duties towards those 
placed under his charge. In many instances it occurs that 
after a student has once entered an office, he is probably re- 
commended in a general way to be attentive to his studies, 
and to read as many books as he can. If he follows this advice 
literally, and swells the catalogue of authors he has perused, 
to an extent that would put industry itself to the blush, he is 
considered as doing well ; and this, together with attendance on 
lectures, is probably the only specimen required of his pro- 
gress, until he is brought for examination before the board of 
Professors. If it should then be found that the student may 
indeed have read, but has not digested the sense of books 
heedlessly put into his unskilful hands, will it be matter of 
surprise; and does not the neglected pupil deserve pity, while 
his instructor, who should better have directed his studies, be- 
comes obnoxious to just and severe animadversion? ‘This is 
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not, however, the place in which to enlarge on this subject, 
and we must be content with the hope, that the few remarks 
which have escaped us, will not be deemed unworthy of at- 
tracting the attention due to their importance and interest. 





é. 


Art. I]. NMew-England Journal of Medicine and Surgery. 
No. Ill. (Third Series.) July 1824. Boston. Wells & Lilly. 


Tuts work, as we learn from a notice appended to this num- 
ber, will be conducted in future by WaLteR Cuannine, M. D. 
Professor of Obstetrics and Legal Medicine, in the Medical 
College of Harvard University, and Jonn Wane, M. D..\, The 
professional standing of Dr. Channing, and the acknowle. gred 
talents and industry of his coadjutor, give reason to beli&-ve 
that this journal will do more than sustain the reputation wh" th 
it has hitherto held. The present number contains several short 


but interesting communications. 


ArticLeI. Observations on the Functions of the Absorbent System. By 
Jonathan Knight, Prof. of Anat. and Phys. in Yale College. 


Dr. Knight attempts to show, by ingenious and well arranged reasons, 
that the object of the lymphatic system is to absorb and convey to the blood 
those substances (chiefly, if not solely, fluids) only, which are found in the 
cavities of the body, including under the term cavities, those which having 
no external communication, are lined by a serous membrane, those which 
having an external communication, are lined by a mucous membrane, and 
all the cells of the cellularmembrane. From this arrangement, it necessa- 
rily follows that the absorption aud removal of the solids is effected by the 


veins. 


Art. II. Observations on the various methods of treating the fractures of 
the Os Femoris, with Cases, in which a new apparatus was successfully 
used. By Luke Howe, M. D. (Jaffrey, N. H.) 


Dr. Howe has invented a mode of applying a constant and equal exten- 
sion by means of an apparatus, composed of a pulley on a staff 8 or 10 inches 
long, screwed to the foot of the bedstead—a gaiter for the ankle of leather 
or cloth, to the bottom of which is attached a cord carried over the pulley, 
with a weight suspended to the other end. A counter extending band is 
passed over the groin and ischium, and tied on the side, midway between 
the spine of the ilium and the shoulder; to this a strap is connected, which 
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is tied to the head-board; a waistband or bandage is buttoned or sewed on 
the pelvis, to which is connected a thigh-strap for one or both thighs, having 
some resemblance to the T bandage; to this waistband, on each side, is 
connected a tape to be tied on the side pieces of the beadstead. Splints, 
compresses, cushions, &c. are then applied, so as to prevent rotation of the 
limb. Dr. H.’s remarks are followed by a case in which his apparatus was 
applied, and a cure effected ‘‘ without the least shortening or deformity.” 


Art. III. Case of Bronchotomy. By Calvin Jewett, M. D. (Newbury, Vt.) 


Cases like this are not of unfrequent occurrence. A child of three years 
of age drew the half of a large bean into the trachea, which was followed 
by the usual symptoms. The operation for extraction seems to have been 
promptly and skilfully performed by Dr. J. and with complete success. 


Art. IV. Cases of Sore-throat and Fever. By E. Hale, jr. M. D. 


The first of these cases occurred in the person of the writer. Dr. H. 
had been accustomed for a month, to spend ‘ nearly or quite three hours a 
day” in the chamber of a patient suffering under the consequences of seve- 
ral severe burns, and extensive sloughs which followed. In addition to this, 
there was a great suppuration from the stump of the right arm, which, by 
reason of the burn, had been amputated near the shoulder. The quantity 
of matter discharged from these ulcerated surfaces was very great, and the 
fuetor intense. During the whole time of his attendance, he was sensible 
to a peculiarly disagreeable taste in the mouth and in the mucus expecto- 
rated from the lungs. 


‘On the 25th of April,” says Dr. H., ‘‘ 1 was seized rather suddenly with 
a violent pain in the head, back and limbs, nausea, a total loss of appetite, 
rigors, and other symptoms of fever, accompanied by a soreness of the 
throat. By the use of cathartics and an antimonial emetic, these symp- 
toms were so relieved that I walked out on the 30th, and on the first of May 
resumed my attendance on my patients. This exertion was premature, 
however, and I was in consequence confined three days longer, the soreness 
of the throat continued through the week; the tongue was very much coat- 
ed, the loss of appetite was complete, and was not entirely removed for 
several weeks after. The fever in this case was not so violent, although 
the pain in the head, &c. was at times severe. The pulse at no time was 
above 100, and was generally about 90 in a minute.” 


A medical friend, who had attended the patient during the sickness of Dr. 
H. was attacked in nearly the same manner, but with greater severity. He 
recovered at the end of twelve days. ‘Two members of the family and two 
others who had passed some time with the patient, likewise suffered from 
the same affection, and ‘‘ several others of the family had slight sore-throats, 
but were not made sick by them.” Dr. H. offers no comment on these 
cases, and we think none necessary. 
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Art. V. Description of four native species of the Genus Cantharis. By 
Thaddeus William Harris, M. D. 


Dr. H. describes with accuracy four native species of this insect, all of 
which possess the property of vesicating, and of affecting the urinary organs 
in the same way as the common Spanish fly. As we are unable to afford 
an analysis of this communication, we refer our readers to it with pleasure, 
and, at the same time, express our hopes that their medical properties, and 
the mode of collecting them, will be more thoroughly studied, and that their 
use may eventually supersede that of the unported article. 
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The Art of Preserving Teeth. By Nathaniel Peabody. 8vo. Salem, 
Massachusetts. 





An anniversary Discourse, delivered before the Medical and Chirurgical 
Faculty of Maryland, Tuesday, June 3d, 1823, on Medical Inprove- 
ment. By Patrick Macauly, M. D. Baltimere, F. Lucas, jr. and E. I. 
Coale. 8vo. pp. 38. 
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We hope to be able to notice Dr. Cooke’s prize essay in our next num- 
ber. 





The Journal of Foreign Medicine. Edited by John Godman, M. D. No. 
XIV. pp. 184. 


Anatomical Investigation, comprising several very interesting Discoveries 
relative to the Formation of the Capsular Ligaments of the Joints. By 
John Godman, M. D. 8vo. 10 plates. Carey & Lea. 








An account of the Malignant Fever, as it prevailed in the county of Ogle- 
thorpe and town of Lexington, (Georgia,) in 1822. Prepared for the 
Medical Society of Augusta. By Alexander Jones, M. D. Honorary 
Member of the Phil. Mea. Soc. and Member of the Med. Soc. of Au- 
gusta, (Geo.) pp. 30. 
Dr. Jones attributes the origin of this fever, which seems to have been 
of a low bilious kind, or what has been called Typho-bilious, in a great mea- 
sure to effluvia arising from the marshy ground in the neighbourhood of 
Lexington, since he says no cases occurred except amongst those living 
near some mill-pond, marsh, creek or river. He found moderate purging 
and emetics useful in the commencement of the disease, and rested his 
whole hope of after-success on the skilful administration of ionics. Few 
cases were found that could bear the use of the lancet. 

This little work is written in a plain, manly style, and presents strong in- 
ternal evidence of accuracy and close observation. 
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Some account of the Medical School in Boston, and of the Massachusetts 
General Hospital. Boston. pp. 16. 


This pamphlet, we understand, is published for gratuitous distribution. 





An Examination of “ Essays on Fevers, and other medical subjects, by Tho- 
mas Miner, M. D. and William Tully, M. D.” with some observations 
on their doctrine and practice. By J. L. Comstock, M. D. Hartford, 
1824. pp. 64. 

There are few medical books which have met with so much unmer- 
ited abuse and ill-natured animadversion, as Miner and Tully’s Essays. 
Their merit is however above detraction, and time will verify much of their 
authors’ ample experience and practice. 





Criticism on Dr. Washington's Essay on Yellow Fever. By Thomas Hen- 
derson, Fellow of the Medical Society of the District of Columbia. 
Georgetown, D. C. James C. Dunn. 8vo. pp. 25. 1824. 


Dr. Washington’s Essay has deservedly met with no ordinary share of 
criticism and contradiction. 





Elements of Phrenology. By Charles Caldwell, M. D. Professor of the 
Institutes of Medicine and Clinical Practice in Transylvania University. 
Lexington, (Ky.) 8vo. pp. 100. 1824. 

As soon as circumstances will permit, we shall devote some attention to 
this subject, and probably enter into a discussion of the merits of Dr. Cald- 
well’s book and of his style of writing. 





An account of the New-Hampshire Medical Institution. pp. 8. 





New-York Medical Repository of Original Essays aud Intelligence relative 
to Physic and Surgery. No. lV. Vol. VIII. Conducted by James R. 
Manley, M. D. and Charles Drake, M. D. _ Bliss & White. 

This number contains under the head of Crizionl Essays, Remarks on 
Nevi Materni, by F. G. King, M. D. and likewise reviews of Dewees’ 
Midwifery, the ‘‘ Examen des Doctrines Medicales,” by Broussais, and the 
Transactions of the Phrenological Society of Edinburgh. 

Under the head of intelligence we observe a complimentary notice of 
our journal, for which we feel duly grateful. 





Note.—Authors who may wish to have their works noticed in this Re- 
cord early after their appearance, will please send their copies by the 5th 
of every month. 
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Abstract of Dr. John Armstrong’s Observations on the Utility of Opium 
in certain Inflammatory Disorders, published in the Transactions of the 
Associated Apothecaries and Surgeon Apothecaries of England and 

Wales. Vol. I. 1823. 











Dr. Armstrong was first led to the bold employment of opium in inflamma- 
tion, by observing that when this article was given in full doses, immediately 
after depletion, the cases terminated successfully. Accordingly, within the 
last four years, he has prescribed large doses of opium, conjointly with 
blood-letting, in at least a hundred cases of acute and subacute abdominal 
inflammation proceeding from ordinary causes. 

In acute peritonitis, Dr. Armstrong orders the patient to be bled in the 
first stage, so as to produce the most complete relaxation, whatever quantity 
may be necessary to produce this effect. As soon as the patient recovers 
from his faintness, three grains of opium in the form of a soft pill are given, 
and absolute rest is enjoined. In some irritable habits, less of the solid and 
some fluid opium is prescribed, in order that the anodyne effects may be 
more quickly produced. ‘* The effects of the opium, thus administered, 
are to prevent a subsequent increase in the force and frequency of the heart’s 
action, and a return of the abdominal pain, while it induces a tendency to 
quiet sleep, and a copious perspiration over the whole surface. In many 
instances, this simple procedure will remove the inflammation at once, 
nothing being afterwards necessary, when the patient awakes but spare 
diet, absolute rest and quietness, with an occasional mild laxative. But on 
on all occasions, if possible, I visit the patient about three or four hours 
after the administration of the opinm, and if there be pain on pressure in 
any part of the abdomen, with a hot skin, a quick jerky pulse, I order the 
patient in my presence, to be promptly bled in the same decisive manper as 
before.” After the second bleeding, two grains of opium with three or four 
of calomel are prescribed in the form of a pill. The patient is again left 
to repose, and sleep with free perspiration most generally succeeds. A third 
bleeding is seldom necessary, but if after five or six hours, pain and fever 
still continue, it must be had recourse to, and one grain of opium with two 
or three of calomel given immediately afterwards, after which half a grain 
of opium and two of calomel may be repeated every four hours, till sleep 
and perspiration be produced. 

Dr. Armstrong has found that it is never necessary to bleed more than 
thrice in the most severe cases of acute inflammation ; occasionally leeches 
to the abdomen have been found to aid very much inthecase. Our author 
thinks that the best way of opening the bowels is by bleeding, because as 
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constipation is usually the effect of the inflammatory action, it will generally 
be removed as soon as the latter is subdued. Large glysters of warm wa- 
ter are however thought proper to remove accumulated feeces from the co- 
lour, and inviting discharges from the upper intestines. 


In hepatitis, the author advises that opium should rarely be repeated be- 
yond the second time, and then always premised by venesection, and con- 
joined with calomel. Saline purgatives, too, should be freely used, and if 
any traces of inflammation are still left, the mouth ought to be affected with 
mercury. A similar plan may be pursued in nepliritis. 





Case of Ulceration of the Soft Palate.—There was an extensive sloughy 
surface occupying the whole velum pendulum palati and both tonsils, with 
a thickened margin of a delf-red colour. There was a profuse sanious 
discharge, attended with an intolerable stench, difficulty and pain in 
swallowing. There was no suspicion of venereal infection. Six leeches 
were twice applied to the external fauuces. A brisk purgative was ad- 
ministered, and antimony given in the form of a dram of the Liquor Ant. 
Tart. to the half pint, so as to produce nausea. She came under treatment 
10th Jan. By 20th March ulcers were cicatrized. Antiphlogistic regi- 
men. A gargle of acetate of lead diluted, and other astringent lotions, 
applied by rags to the sloughs.—Zondon Med. and Phys. Journal. 





On the Local Application of Belladonna in Puerperal Convulsions. By 
M. Chaussier.—This eminent physiologist and accoucheur, after describing 
the state of the uterus during this very dangerous disease, and pointing out 
the curative means which should be employed in it, takes particular notice 
of the local application of belladonna. He considers that the chief obsta- 
cle to delivery consists in the spasmodic constriction and resistance of the 
neck and orifice of the uterus. Witha view of removing this, and, at the 
same time, of remedying the local plethora or congestion to which the ner- 
vous system is subjected, he recommends the active means (depletions) 
usually inculcated in this country, with revulsants to the lower extremities, 
cold applications to the head, emollient and relaxant enemas, and properly 
conducted endeavours to effect delivery. In order to subdue the spasmodic 
constriction of the neck and orifice of the uterus more particularly, and 
thus accomplish the last-mentioned purpose, M, Chaussier has been in the 
habit of employing the belladonna in the form of ointment, with very great 
success. This ointment consists of two drams of the extract of belladonna, 
moistened with a little distilled water, and incorporated by trituration with 
an ounce of simple cerate or prepared lard. He enjoins it to be applied 
directly to the orifice of the uterus; and, in order to accomplish this, he 
employs a small syringe, rounded at its extremity, with an aperture there 
sufficiently large to admit the point of the little finger. Having drawn back 
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the piston, as much of the ointment as is equal to a small nut is to be placed 
in the aperture of the syringe, which, by the direction of the finger, is to 
be carried to the orifice of the uterus, with which, by pushing the piston, 
the ointment comes in immediate contact. The os uteri generally becomes 
dilated in about thirty or forty minutes after this application, without im- 
peding the action of the fundus or body of this viscus. This medicine has 
been employed since 1811, by M. Chaussier, and under his directions, by 
Madame Lachapelle and Madame Legrand, and its use made public both 
in his lectures and in several pharmaceutical works. As the introduction 
of belladonna into obstetric practice has been arrogated by more than one 
accoucheur of this metropolis, we think it just to assign the practice to the 
real originator of it.— Monthly Med. Chirur. Review, March 1824. 
































Tincture of Nicotiana in Isciteria.—Dr.-Westburg, of Halmstad, in Swe- 
den, has derived great advantage from the usé of tincture of nicotiana in 
the treatment of ischuria; he gives twenty drops every hour, in a glass of 
linseed tea, and he has universally observed the most beneficial results, 
sometimes even from the second or third dose. He also employs this reme- 


dy successfully in blenorrheea, when the patient can only make water drop 
by drop.— Revue Medicale, Nov. 


Mr. Houlton on the treatment of Intermittents.—A mode of treatment 
for intermittents, which [ am disposed strongly to recommend, is cinchona, 
taken in a dry state, or rather swallowed without admixture with any ex- 
traneous fluid. In very many cases, both recent and chronic, and of va- 
rious periods of duration, it has been singularly beneficial. The Medical 
Board of the Army, whose solicitude and exertions for the health of the 
soldiers, and whose prompt attention to every means calculated to benefit 
the sick, were ever conspicuous, suggested, that in those hospitals which 

\ were crowded with intermittents, a kind of gingerbread should be made, 
by mixing equal parts of powdered yellow bark and flour, spiced with gin- 
ger and carraway-seeds, and made up with the ingredients, and in the mode 
used for what is called thick gingerbread: of this a piece, of the size of a 
walnut, was to be given a few hours before the fit was expected. One dose, 
in many cases, put a period to the disease; and in other cases, in which 
bark, given in the usual manner, had failed, it was followed by happy re- 
sults. It was taken without any disgust; and so convinced were the men 
of its efficacy, that when our supply became short, they were ready to con- 
tend for it, and considered those favoured to whom it was given. I believe 
that bark, taken in this way, as it must be well imbued with saliva before 
it can be swallowed, to be less oppressive to the stomach, as well as more 
agreeable to the palate, that when given in substance in the common vehi- 


cles; and it deserves a trial in other diseases which require that remedy. 
—London Med. Rep. 
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Carbuncle.—Mr. Blackadder, in his valuable treatise on hospital gan- 
grene, has recommended the application of escharotics in cases of carbun- 
cle. Mr. Swallow was called in by Lord Clermont for a well-characterized 
affection of this kind, situated on the back of the neck, over the cervical 
vertebre. He had but just recovered from a similar attack under the able 
care of Mr. Guthrie of London. Mr. Swallow immediately made a deep 
crucial incision through the whole extent of the carbuncle, and filled up 
the incised spaces with dossils of lint well moistened in equal parts of the 
liq. arsenicalis and water, the fluid application being renewed every hour 
or two. After twenty-four hours’ application, a slight eschar began to form, 
the surrounding inflammation and pain evidently diminishing. Twelve 
hours longer continuation produced a sufficient eschar, and the pain and 
inflammation ceased. A common poultice was then applied frequently til! 
the eschar separated and left a clear wound, which was easily healed.— 
Johnson's Journal, March 1824. 





Varicose Veins. —On the 13th of November, 1823, M. Richerand read 
a short paper, at the Academy of Surgery, on the cure of varicose veins. 
For some time past, the professor has been in the habit of curing this state 
of the vessels by a simple longitudinal incision of some inches in length, 
applying charpie to the wound to prevent healing by the first intention, and 
to secure suppuration. By this operation the vessels are emptied of the 
partially coagulated blood with which they are filled, and become entirely 
obliterated, without any inflammation spreading along the internal surface 
of the vessels, as is sometimes the case when they are tied or simply cut 
across. M. Richerand refers the Academy to cases which have been cured 
in this manner by himself and others.—ZIbid. 





The cubebs or Java pepper, is recommended in gonorrhea, fluor albus, 
and rheumatism, by Dr. Crane, of Boston (England). He advises the me- 
dicine in doses of from two to three drams, given from three to four times 
a day, and takenin cold water. It cures gonorrhea in three or four days. 
The cubebs should be continued after the gonorrhcea is removed, for ten 
days or a fortnight. The cubebs when taken in these large doses produces 
a thin bluish discharge from the urethra, which disappears by the use of in- 
jections of a weak solution of sulphate of zinc. It is necessary to avoid 
animal food and stimulating drinks when taking it. In leucorrhea it is given 
in the dose of a dram toa dram and a half, two or three times a day.— 
Edin. Med. and Phys. Journal, for April 1824. 





On Tubercles.—Dr. Jenner has given some interesting observations.on 
this subject. He has said, “If ever I have seen a case, or cases, in whi¢h 
tubercles have been apparently ever formed and afterwards absorbed, it has 
been when the individual, either by accident or design, was kept for a while 
under the constant influence of sickness, either from being tossed about on 
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the ocean, or by the use of those medicines which nauseated. Nothing 
short of absorption can get rid of that enemy to human existence, and I am 
clear in it that starvation and incessant sea-sickness, for a period little short 
of killing, will often induce the lymphatics to eat up these extraneous bo- 
dies, when they can get nothing better. Perhaps the absorbents may thus 
be made to relish a tubercle better than the scanty and ill-prepared cookery 
of the stomach and intestines. A man published, a few years ago, a work 
on Emetic Tartar, professing to cure consumption by giving two grains in 
a quart of water every morning. He attributed its effects to the keeping 
down of the fever. Mr. Fry, of Dursley, reported to me, that he restored 
to health a man, about forty-five years of age, who laboured under every 
symptom of pulmonary consumption, by keeping the stomach ina sickened 
state for upwards of a month, The whole quantity as above, was taken 
daily at intervals, in such portions as to nauseate. Might it not be good in 
general scrofulous disorders ?” 





Taliacotian operation.—Peter Johnson, a native of Hindostan, was ad- 
mitted into the Alms-house at Charlestown, Mass. and stated that he was 
unable to get a living, because nobody would work with so hideous a fel- 
low-labourer, and at his solicitation, Dr. Hurd undertook the operation. 
The subject of it had the misfortune to be deprived of his nose about ten 
years ago, so that the nostrils were exposed, presenting a deep and dis- 
gusting cavity, and a small projection of the superior portion of the nasal 
bones, was the only part. of the organ remaining. Dr. Hurd, after re- 
moving the cicatrix to the margin of the cavity, detached by an incision 
through the integuments of the forehead, a portion of skin of such figure 
and size as when turned round, formed, by the assistance of tents, a regu- 
larly proportioned nose—the edges of the skin fitting very accurately into 
the line which had been prepared to receive them, and the little projection 
of the flap which had been cut from the upper part of the forehead, forming, 
when turned down, a perfect septum. This artificial nose was closely 
secured by sutures, and we are happy to be able to add, that adhesion soon 
took place, and an organ will be left to the patient quite equal in appear- 
ance to that which originally occupied its place. The edges of the wound 
in the forehead were next drawn nearly together, so that the only deformi- 
ty which remains, is such as may be easily concealed by the hair.— Boston 


Med. Intel. 





Todwne in Scrophula.—Dr. J. G. Kolley, who has published an interesting 
case of goitre in his own person, (in the 4rchio fur Mediziniche Erfah- 
rung,) says, that he has found the combination of iodine, with mercury and 
tonics extremely useful in all very inveterate cases of scrophula, particular- 
ly in ill-grown children, with pale, flaccid skin, and with the mental 
faculties but little developed, the belly large, the limbs crooked, the glands 
of the neck, axilla and mesentery enlarged, in whom there existed, at the 
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same time, a disposition to continual suppuration, without the discharge 
removing the glandular swellings; in whom the employment of internal 
and external remedies induces the sores to heal, but which soon break out 
again. In such cases, iodine given alternately with calomel and tonics; 
produces great benefit. The tumours diminished in size, and finally dis- 
appeared; the suppuration in the glands ceased; the functions of the 
alimentary canal becaie reinstated, and the colour of the skin improved. 
Similar benefits resulted in local strumous affections, as opthalmia, and 
various eruptions. Dr. Kolley in his own case, took ten drops of the tinc} 
ture, prepared after the formula of M. Coindet, three times a day in syrup. 





New Alkali in Jalap.—Mr. Hume, jun. of Long Acre, has just extracted 
from Jalap, a substance similar to the recently discovered alkalies of 
opium, bark, nux vomica, &c. Having procured but a small quantity of 
this new substance, (for which he proposes the name of Jalapin) he is not 
vet enabled to give any satisfactory account of its chemical properties, 
nor of its action on the animal economy.—Lond. Med. and Phys. Journal. 
Vo. 302. 





Acupuncturation.—This Asiatic remedy promises to exert great power in 
many disorders. Mr. Churchal’s treatise directed the attention of the pro- 
fession, in a more particular manner to its efficacy in local diseases of the 
muscular and fibrous structure of the body, to which it appears he has 
hitherto confined its use. Berloiz of Paris, and Haime of Tours, have 
used it in rheumatism, not attended by inflammatory or excited action of 
the whole system. M. Pipelet* has tried the needles to great extent. In 
the case of a man who had convulsions of the muscles of the abdomen, 
diaphragm, thorax, neck, and head, in consequence of a fall, in which the 
ensiform cartilage had been pushed inward ; it was found to cause an in- 
stantaneous cessation of all the convulsions, except those of the neck. 
Sometimes the needles were allowed to remain for four days at once; they 
are now repeated, at the patient’s request, every ten or fifteen days. 





Syphilitic Ulcers. —Mr. T. W., a strong healthy man, had been annoyed 
for upwards of six years with extensive ulcerations, in various parts of the 
body, in consequence of syphilis. These ulcers occupied the scalp, the 
spine, and legs. ‘Those on the scalp and spine would sometimes, in conse- 
quence of the applications externally used, and the remedies taken, remain 
healed for a month or six weeks at atime; they would then suddenly break 
out and extend to a considerable size, always putting on the honeycomb 
character and a dark copper colour. Generally the healing process would 
begin from the centre, but would not advance regularly, it suddenly becom- 
ing, after two or three days, arrested, and the ulceration assuming as bad an 
appearance as before. 

This gentleman had been salivated three different times, without manifest 





* Andersons Quarterly Journal, (Journal Complimentaire.) 
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advantage,notwithstanding it was generally when he was in astate of ptyalisin 
that the ulcers put on their most favourable appearance; the medicine, 
however, was then obliged to be discontinued, in consequence of the great 
weakness it occasioned, and its running off through the bowels. Various 
remedies and applications had been tried, under the direction of some of 
the most intelligent practitioners, but the disease resisted all efforts. Un- 
der the foregoing circumstances, I advised a trial of the fumigating baths, 
but not with much confidence of the benefit that would follow. My satis- 
faction was not little on seeing the amendment that took place after the fourth 
bath. He took in all eleven in the period of a month. The ulcers on the 
legs and spine cicatrized completely during their use; but, from causes 
unnecessary to be detailed, he was under the necessity of discontinuing 
them, there remaining still some ulcerations on the scalp, which, however, 
during the three weeks after discontinuing the baths, became firmly healed 
like the legs and spine, and assumed a healthy appearance. 

The first few baths occasioned considerable pain in the ulcerated parts 
whilst submitted to the action of the sulphurous acid gas: this smarting 
pain gradually became less until it altogether ceased: the ulcers then regu- 

‘larly and progressively got well. At the end of three months the parts 
have not shown the least disposition to relapse. 





OO 
MISCELLANIES. 


A Medical Board, appointed by the Secretary of the Navy, composed ot 
Drs. E. Cutbush, W. P. C. Barton, T. Harris, and Baily Washington, met 
at Philadelphia on the 14th June, and adjourned the 28th. During its sit- 
tings, several gentlemen were examined for promotion and appointments in 
the Medical Department of the Navy.—.Zsculapian Register. 





At a regular meeting of the Medical Society of the city and county oi 
New-York, on Monday the 9th inst. the following committees were appoint- 
ed to carry into effect the suggestions made by the president in his inaugu- 
ral address : 

Committee on Biography. Drs. Hosack, Mitchill, Watts, Pascalis, 
Francis, Manley, Beck, Akerly, and Cock. 

Committee on Quack Remedies. Drs. Stearns, Brown, Peixotto, J. K. 
Rogers, and Ives. 





Ata meeting of the Governors of the New-York Hospital, held on the 
Ist July, the following gentlemen were elected Physicians and Surgeons of 
that institution for the ensuing year: 

Physicians. David Hosack, M.D. John Watts, M.D. Thomas Cock, 
M.D. Samuel W. Moore, M. D. 

Surgeons. Valentine Mott, M.D. Alexander H. Stevens, M.D. John 
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C. Cheesman, M.D. J. Kearny Rodgers, M. D. John Neilson, Physician 
to the Asylum. 





The Faculty of the Medical College of Ohio, situated at Cincinnati, con- 
sists of the following lecturers : 

Jedediah Cobb, M. D. Institutes and Practice of Medicine. 
Elijah Slack, M. D. Chemistry and Pharmacy. 

John Moorhead, M. D. Materia Medica and Med. Obstetrics. 
Jesse Smith, M. D. Anatomy and Surgery. 

Candidates for the degree of M. D. are required to attend the lectures of 
ihree professors for two seasons, one in this Institution; or have been four 
vears respectable practitioners of medicine, in which case, one year’s atten- 
dance only is necessary. 

A state Medical Society has recently been organized in Ohio. 





An association for the purpose of correcting abuses in the profession of 
medicine has been formed in this city, anda weekly paper, called the A’scu- 
lapian Register, to support the same objects, in imitation of a valuable pa- 
per of the same kind in Boston, entitled the Medical Intelligencer, has also 
been established. Weunderstand the College of Physicians of this city are 
turning their attention in the same direction, and from the highly respecta- 
ble character of that body, assisted by their medical brethren, it is hoped 
something of importance may be the result. A medical atheneum, or read- 
ing room, has been mentioned; the expense, it is believed, would be about 
five dollars annually to each member.—Philadelphia Medical Recorder. 





A society under the title of the Academy of Natural Sciences has for some 
time been established in this city. It promises to be highly useful; geolo- 
gy, mineralogy, chemistry, botany, and natural history, are itsobjects. Its 
results to the science of our country promise to be great. Mr. Le Sueur, 
a distinguished- naturalist from France, Charles Bonaparte, Ord, Say, 
Nuttal, Worth, contribute papers on natural history. Harlan, Horner, on 
anatomy; the former also on antediluvian remains, the track of the great 
Cuvier. Troost, Seybert, Vanuxem, make contributions on chemistry. 
Mr. Maclure, its worthy president, has given several papers on geology, 
which have attracted notice. This is one of the most celebrated societies 


of North America, Its papers are edited by Messieurs Say, Hays, Lea, 
Griffith, and Keatting.—Ibid. 





Berkshire Medical Institution, Williams College, Mass.—The annua! 
course of medical lectures in this institution, commences on the second 
Wednesday of September, and continues four months. Since the last sea- 
son, the lecture rooms and anatomical theatre have been enlarged, and the 
apartments for students thoroughly repaired. The anatomical collection of 
wax models, belonging to the museum of the institution, exhibiting most of 
the minute parts of the human body, are of great value. Arterial prepara- 
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tions, specimens of morbid anatomy, and the mineralogical cabinet, have 





been selected with great care. The lectures upon anatomy are given every 


morning at 10 o’clock, throughout the whole term. 


Degrees are conferred 


on Thursday, following the close of the lectures, and at the annual com- 
mencement of Williams College. 

Medical Faculty. John P. Batchelder, M. D. Professor of General and 
Operative Surgery.—Jerome V. C. Smith, M.D. Professor of General 
Anatomy and Physiology.—Henry H. Childs, M. D. Professor of Theory 
and Practice of Physic.—Johu Delamater, M. D. Professor of Obstetrics, 
Pharmacy, and Materia Medica.—Chester Dewey, A. M. A. A. S. Profes- 
sor of Chemistry, Botany, Mineralogy, and Natural Philosophy.—Stephen 


W. Williams, M.D. Professor of Medical Jurisprudence. 
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Bill of Mortality for the City and County of New-York, for July. (From 
the Inspector's Weekly Reports.) 








CAUSES OF DEATH. 





Abscess, 
Apoplexy,... 
Cancer, 
Carbuncle, 
Casualty, 
Cholera Morbus, 
Consumption, 
Convulsions, 
Diarrhea, 
Drinking cold water, 
Dropsy; 
Dropsy in the chest, 
Dropsy in the head, 
Drowned, * 
Dysentery,..... 
Epilepsy, 
Fever, 
Fever, bilious, 
Fever, inflammatory, 
Fever, intermittent, 
Fever, remittent, 
Fever, typhus, 
Hemoptysis, 
Hernia, 
Hives or Croup, 
Infantile flux, 
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Inflammation of the bowels 
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Of whom were 96 men, 48 women, 106 boys, and 66 girls. 


Under the age of one year, 100; between one and two, 26; betweén two 
and five, 27; between five and ten, 13; between ten and twenty, 6; between 
twenty and thirty 38; between thirty and forty 43; between forty and fifty, 
27; between fifty and sixty, 17; between sixty and seventy, 10; between 


seventy and eighty, 11 ; between eighty and ninety, 1. TOTAL, 321. 





Errata in our last. 
Page 23—23d line, dele Dr. before J W. Francis, M. D. 


Page 28—for Dr. John Brewer read Dr. John Bowen, 













